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STAFF COMMENTS 

The Mayor and City Council, Planning Commission, City Staff and the citizens of Gaithersburg 
began a comprehensive Master Plan update in 2002. The Master Plan is made up of a number of 
specific Elements (e.g, Land Use, Environment, Transportation, Historic Preservation, and 
Community Facilities) that are all reviewed and updated individually. Currently, the Land Use and 
Environment Elements have been adopted.  The Historic Preservation Element is the third element 
to be amended in this process. 

The draft Historic Preservation Plan was made available to the public and distributed to the Mayor 
and City Council and Planning Commission on February 2, 2007. The Mayor and City Council and 
Planning Commission held a joint public hearing on April 16, 2007. Two speakers provided 
comments during the public hearing and written comments have been received from ten 
organizations/individuals, including: State Highway Administration, Maryland Department of the 
Environment, Maryland Historical Trust, Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery County 
Planning Department, WSSC, Montgomery Preservation Inc., Gaithersburg Historical Association 
Inc., and the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee. Following the public testimony, the 
Planning Commission voted to hold their record open until 5PM, May 10, 2007 (24 days) and the 
Mayor and City Council voted to hold their record open indefinitely.   

Staff, in response to public comments, has revised the draft element by making minor grammatical 
and format changes and correcting factual errors, such as incorrect dates. A memo detailing these 
changes has been entered into the Record*. Additionally, upon the review of the various comments, 
staff recommends the addition of one action to Objective 1 and one action to Objective 4. Under 
Objective 1, page 32, staff recommends the following action be added:   

“Encourage adaptive reuse and integration of historic properties into new projects wherever 
possible and appropriate.” 

Under Objective 4, page 33, staff recommends the following action be added: 

 “Investigate what State grant funds can be obtained and used to identify archeological 
resources within a standing structure’s boundaries.”  

                                                 
* Exhibit 36 


